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Our overarching aim within Nursery is to help young children achieve, thrive and develop their curiosity and
love of learning. We hope you will find this booklet helpful and that it answers any questions that you may
have about your child’s learning journey at Meadows First School Nursery. Please contact us at
ducklings@meadows.worcs.sch.uk If you have further questions and we will do our best to help you.

Our Wonderful Nursery

. Children are able to join our Nursery, the September after their 3" Birthday. During
| their time in Nursery, the children experience a wide range of exciting and varied
play-based activities and provocations linked to the EYFS (Early Years Foundation
Stage) Curriculum. From making friends, becoming lively communicators, to success
in school and later life — this is an important time for you and your child and there
are lots of people on hand to help you and your child flourish. “In our plan for the
education of little children we must create an attractive environment. Into this
environment we must put everything that is good for the mind” Maria Montessori.
We provide time for the children to talk, share their experiences and build
relationships. We aim to ensure that each child accesses a broad and balanced

. range of experiences, closely linked with school life at Meadows First School. We

offer equal opportunities for all children and value them all as individuals.

Session Times:

Nursery runs from 9.00am until 3.00pm, with
sessions split into 3 hour sessions; mornings and
afternoons:

Mornings 9am - 12pm
Afternoons 12pm — 3pm

We do offer extended morning (8.30am to 9am) or
afternoon sessions (3pm to 3.30pm) as a chargeable
extra at £3 each session. Please request these

sessions via the school office.

We offer full 30-hour provision, if you are entitled to this. 15 hours funding is available to all and we would
encourage you to choose either every morning or every afternoon, as this enables your child to fully experience
enrichment activities such as Forest School and Off-site visits. These are not held daily. If we have availability, we
can offer you full days (for example 2 full days and a morning or afternoon) if this is preferred. Further
information on your child’s entitlement to funded hours please visit the following website;
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk. If you are entitled to 15 hours and would like to pay for sessions beyond
your child’s funded entitlement please complete the Parent Declaration Form to request hours. Additional sessions
will be available at a charge of £18 per session. This can be provided by the School Office.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: We politely remind you that these hours MUST stay in place for at least half a term as it is not
possible for us to make changes mid-term and funding may be affected. Written notice of change (using the Parent
Declaration Amendment Form) is required one month in advance of any changes.
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These are the adults who will help you in Nursery:

Miss Bailey Mrs Constantine Miss Karen Mrs Glover

;é

Miss Bailey is the Class Teacher and is in school all day every day. Mrs Constantine, Miss Karen and Mrs
Glover are the Teaching Assistants within Ducklings Class. Miss Karen is here every day, Mrs Constantine is
in Nursery Monday-Wednesday and Mrs Glover is in Nursery on Thursdays and Fridays. The Class size is
26, with a ratio of a minimum of 1 adult to 13 children.

A Typical day

e When you arrive at Nursery please encourage your child to find their photo card. They can take this to place
above their peg before they hang up their coat and put their book bag in the book bag box.

e The children then have some time to a range of child-initiated activities as part of their continuous provision
within the classroom.

e Once the children have all arrived and settled in we will come together on the carpet for a ‘together time’ -
This will involve registration and a singing/ dancing session along with a story time.

e We then encourage independence and child-initiated learning where children play and staff support by
modelling and facilitating learning during these play-based tasks. The children will be able to explore both the
indoor and outdoor environments, choosing to engage with a wide variety of activities and enhancements
within both environments.

e We will come back to the carpet for a letters and sounds, number, philosophy for children or topic-based
session together as a whole class.

e Snack time — we provide the children with a healthy snack, which usually consists of milk or water and fresh
fruit/vegetables (please let us know if your child has specific allergies or dietary needs). Milk and Fruit are a
free entitlement for all Nursery aged children.

e Playtime, in addition to our outside area, we try to make use of the large playground and sometimes the
school field, to aid children in large gross motor and active play, this also aids transition into school later as
they are familiar with the wider school environment.

e Lunchtime (for afternoon or all day sessions only) — will take place in Nursery and is supervised by familiar
adults. They will need to bring a healthy packed lunch* and drink, or they can purchase a hot dinner
provided by BAMfm Ltd at a current charge of £2.53 per lunch. *please DO NOT provide nuts (or peanut
butter, Nutella spread and some cereal bars or fruit bars) in packed lunches as we have children with severe
nut allergies in school. We also do not allow sweets or fizzy drinks as we encourage the children to make
healthy choices. The current menu is available on the following website;
https://www.meadowsfirst.co.uk/admin/ckfinder/userfiles/files/DL %20Reggie%20First%20Schools%202022
%20proof.pdf

e At home time the children will have a singing session on the carpet and wait for their name ready to go home.

e Our weekly timetable will also include Forest School, Assembly and Parent Stay and Play Sessions
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The EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage)

We choose our topics based on the children’s interests with the aim of exciting
and engaging children in their learning. We play with the children and observe
them in their learning to help plan for their ‘next steps’. We will post some
observations and photos on ‘Tapestry’ so that you can share and contribute to
this process too. This will also help you to talk to your child about Nursery —
talk and vocabulary development are important ways to help your child at
home.

There are seven areas of learning that provide children with the skills,
knowledge and understanding they need to develop to ensure maximum
achievement in the future.
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The 7 Areas of Learning are:
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PRIME AREAS: SPECIFIC AREAS:
Personal, Social and Emotional Development Literacy, Mathematics
Communication and Language Understanding the World
Physical Development Expressive Arts and Design

For further Information on supporting your Nursery aged Child’s development, please take a look at the following
new guidance for the new EYFS framework; https://foundationyears.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/What-to-
expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

, The Characteristics of Effective Learning are crucial steps for
learning and engagement and embed children’s attitudes to
learning that will equip them for life;

Playing & Exploring
Active Learning
Creating and Thinking Critically

Within our Nursery we begin to build a sense of community and belonging and we work in liaison with our wider
community and other agencies to build and maintain supportive networks. With the aim of supporting families,
parents, children and young people within our class community to lead happy, healthy and fulfilled lives. Further
support linked to family wellbeing and parenting support can be found here;
https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20643/the worcestershire virtual family hub/2417/worcestershire virtual fa
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Starting Well Partnership

Support and friendship
EVERY CONTACY SHAFES b LfE for families
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Uniform isn’t compulsory in Nursery,
but clothes do get messy with all of the
sensory activities! If you do choose to
provide uniform please ensure each
item is NAMED:
A green sweatshirt,
A white polo shirt,
Grey pull up trousers/ skirt/ pinafore
Velcro fastening shoes
Please also send in a spare change of
clothes in a bag in case of accidents.
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We do go out in all
weathers! You will need
to send in named
wellingtons and a set of
waterproofs (to keep in

="
school). \m\\

\

It is greatly appreciated if the

children arrive and are collected
from Nursery promptly. If you
know you are going to be late,
please contact the school
immediately as a charge will be
applied if you are late to collect.
(£2.50)
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We teach our children how to care
for their toys and resources. To
help develop a sense of care we
use authentic, often breakable
resources regularly in our play
(such as tea cups and saucers)

Please ensure that your child is
aware that he/she may use the
toilet at any time.

We hope your child will be fully
toilet trained before they start
Nursery, however if you require
any additional support then this
will be discussed during family
contribution and we will support
where needed.
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Please ensure ALL
clothing and shoes
are clearly labelled
with your child’s
name — they all
look the same!

We ask that children do not
bring toys from home as
they may get lost or broken.
We have lots in Nursery to
play with!

Forest School
Each week the children go out to
explore our grounds and wooded
areas in Forest School. You will
need to send your child in clothing
appropriate to the weather on
these days.




Parent Partnership
Parents and Carers are valuable
partners in learning. You know your
children better than anyone; you can
tell us what they like or dislike!
Working together we can build upon
and develop your child’s existing
knowledge and strengths. During
your settling in sessions a staff
member will discuss any needs your
child may have. These sessions will
be allocated later in the summer
term.

Newsletters
You will receive nursery
newsletters monthly,
informing you of topics,
current learning objectives
and upcoming events.
Please also see the website
and TAPESTRY for lots of
information too.
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If your child is ill and will not be
attending Nursery, please contact
the school office absence line —

01527 872508 option 2 and give
a reason for the absence. If your
child displays any symptoms of
sickness, the school policy is that
they do not attend Nursery for 48
hours
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Stay and Play
These sessions are your
opportunity to see our
Nursery routine and join in
with our nursery community
they may also support
learning at home.

— Q Collection
Please ensure we
O have written details

O of people who can

that they are aware
of your password.

- collect your child
o “" from Nursery and
.

We encourage you to chat with
our staff if you have any
concerns or wish to discuss your
child’s progress. We also have
parent consultations in the
spring and summer terms and
there is a written report in the
summer term.

Contacts

Please keep us up to date
with current email and
phone numbers of people
we can contact during the
Nursery hours.




